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Today's discussion

We have a problem

We have some solutions
We've got a plan

We seek your advice
Can you help?
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Exploring youth knowledge and attitudes In
relation to environment, energy, and climate

A call to Action
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We polled 500 Alberta youth in 2020, and our

findings are clear: the majority of youth in Alberta are
concerned about climate change but feel they lack the

A call va Action knowledge and ability to do anything about it.
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Segmentation of Alberta youth by Leger
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Most concerned Least concerned
Most motivated Least motivated




Segmentation of Alberta youth by Leger
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Does this surprise you?
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Students in Alberta are struggling with key climate change
concepts. Through focus groups, we spoke to 172 students in
grades 4-12 from nine locations across Alberta and they had:

* Poor understanding of our energy system, especially energy
sources, energy production, the relationship between fossil
fuel use and climate change, and energy solutions.

* A desire to learn about the nitty-gritty of energy
production, how climate change will impact them, and what
they can do to make things better.

* Only a vague understanding of terms like “environment”
and “pollution,” which seemed to mean everything and
nothing to them at the same time.

» Concern about the loss of farmland, warmer winters and
more unpredictable temperatures.

.

“l don’t know much about

“.. | want to learn about the Slimate | dontknov much
engineering side, like what new ihout global atming ldens
technologies will we build to really know whi. .. I'd ke to Fearn Niore

stop it, or something like that. Like about that.” (Grade 7 student)
the small things are important but

like the really big engineering things
that will really make a difference.”

(Grade 11 student)
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Students have drastically different
experiences when it comes to
acceptance of ‘green’ perspectives.
Some think Alberta is great because
you have the freedom to voice
different opinions, while others
experience a very divided, politicized
adult culture that is hostile towards
people with green views. Students

in Sherwood Park, for example,
felt that having green opinions
would put them in difficult
situations.

“Literally anytime | gotoa
family reunion... all of my
family is very conservative and |

cantsay a word. | would getin
so much trouble...” (Grade

10-12 student)

L AC E Alberta Council for
'l‘\‘ -~ Environmental Education
[ hd]




“... like kids our age are trying to reduce
our carbon footprint because of adults
and adults before that sort of. Like they,
they made the earth polluted and then
like they’re relying on us to fix it. So this
is the school strike and everything. It’s
just to get the adults to have to help us
cause you did this too.”

(Grade 7/8 student)

Students are concerned about
nature, wildlife, and their own
future. Students across all age

groups feel that the responsibility
to fix the problem has fallen on

them, and that other key actors
such as governments are not

playing their part.

“I get worried about climate change on
what the future will be... Like also with
most of my family being farmers... the
weather's being messed up a lot, not a
lot of my family has gotten their crops
off the ground yet or my family’s
friends. So like different livelihoods are

being destroyed and stuff.”

(Grade 7 student)
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We have a big problem in
Alberta: our young people
lack environmental literacy,
When it comes to teaching students how to knowledge about CIimate,

balance the complexities of stewarding nature,

meeting energy demand, reducing greenhouse and hOPe for the future.
gases, and creating prosperity—our K-12
education system gets a failing grade.

A call to Action

This year the Alberta Council for Environmental Education conducted youth polling and
focus groups. We found that students have low levels of environmental and climate literacy,

construct false and sometimes apocalyptic narratives to fill the knowledée vacuum, and
experience high levels of eco-anxiety and fatalism about their future.

We are very troubled by what we've found, and we will present and share the evidence we have
gathered and propose a path forward. We invite education leaders and parents to support students
with better education and opportunities to take well-informed action, as we give them the best gift
possible: hope for the future.




problem

‘Advancing environmental,
energy, and climate education
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Students feel helpless,
abandoned and unsure of
what to do in the face of
redictions of catastrophic
Eﬁmate change they arz r’l
bein exposeﬁ to through
socia% media, the news, and

other youth. Alberta teachers tell us they struggle
‘ m::::m to meet students’ needs onythis frgc?nt:

they...

» are limited by a curriculum that does
not adequately address energy and
climate,

e lack cluality resources to use in their
teaching, and

» call for professional learning support
as they seek to engage students.

71% of them agree that more should be
done to educate children about these
issues.




What we plan to do about it....
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The K-12 education system in Alberta
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The complete system - leverage points
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Our ask of education leaders....

- Together, we can solve this problem.

- Alberta students deserve more environmental education,
helping them prepare for the future that they will inhabit,
the jobs they'll create, and the society they’ll build.

By empowering students to become active citizens,
environmental education gives them hope for the future.

- On behalf of Alberta’s almost 750,000 K-12 students, we
call upon Alberta’s education leaders to create or
enhance policies and plans that give students more
environmental education...




We ask the Alberta government to...

Strengthen the Alberta curriculum by incorporating the
community’s recommendations, captured in the Curriculum
for a Sustainable Future

Support and fund more relevant professional learning for
practicing and pre-service teachers

Help school boards implement more cost-saving energy
efficiency and renewable energy solutions in schools - and
link these to student learning




We ask the Alberta Teachers’ Association to...

Enhance relevant teacher professional learning for
practicing and pre-service teachers, helping them...

better connect their curriculum to topics in the
environment/energy/climate space

access quality resources offered by community education
groups
take their students outdoors, fostering students’ wellness,

sense of place, and connection to community - and keeping
them healthy during COVID-19

Support student critical thinking around controversial issues

support student environmental citizenship through action
projects — giving them hope for the future.




We ask school board trustees and

superintendents to ‘take the next step'...

Recognize and celebrate best practices in this area by
schools, teachers, and students

Promote and enhance outdoor education, helping foster
students’ wellness and connection to community — and
keeping them healthy during COVID-19

Emphasize relevant teacher professional learning, as
described above

Implement more cost-saving energy efficiency and
renewable energy solutions in schools - and link these to
student learning

Create student advisory groups to engage youth voice




Some tools to support this work
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Some tools to support this work

Recommendations from the T
community: “What should sustanable future:
Alberta students learn about
environment, energy, and
climate?”
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Some tools to support this work

SUPPORTING
LEADERSHIP IN
ENVIRONMENTAL,
ENERGY, AND
CLIMATE EDUCATION
IN ALBERTA
SCHOOLS

Recommendations by Students for

Alberta's Educational Leaders
September 2020
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Some tools to support this work
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ROADMAP TO

Insights from the Alberta Comdfa&mmmlﬂm

In late 2019 we spoke with more than 170 students from nine communities across Alberts and in early 2020 we eonducted provinee-wide polling of over
500 Alberta youth ages 15 to 24. For today's students, climate change is not controversial; mﬁeghmwuyo’n&dtnhwl‘hnu‘mn

school and should be a high priority for grades 4-12. For Alberta youth, teachers are one of the mest ion about climate
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« Spand mors time in the ‘solstion spacs’
than the ‘problem space”.
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Environmental education curriculum links




Some encouraging developments by

Education Leaders...

"BE IT RESOLVED... That the Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA)
supports sustainable development... all Alberta students must be
provided access to an environmental education.”

- ASBA Resolution, passed in 2016

“‘BE IT RESOLVED that the Association accept the scientific consensus
that anthropogenic climate change is a real and critical challenge.. and
supports the inclusion of curriculum that explicitly addresses issues
relating to anthropogenic climate change in a manner that is subject
and age appropriate.”

- Resolutions 3-13 and 3-14, passed by the
Alberta Teachers’ Association in 2020
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Some encouraging developments by

Education Leaders...

“Students will demonstrate an understanding of economic development
and entrepreneurship, and will recognize the responsibility we share for
environmental stewardship and sustainability.”

- 2020 Ministerial Order on Student Learning, Government of Alberta
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Our Plan

This month: Meet with the Minister of Education and
senior staff; AND engage with our community (EFL
and environmental education groups) — advice, and
assist with campaign

Nov 16th - Media release: “Problem!”

Nov 23rd - OpEd with youth and/or influencer

Dec 15, 10-12 am- Virtual gathering for media and
education leaders — secure commitments

Dec and into 2021: Engage. Follow up. Support.




Can you help? We ask that YOU consider

doing any or all of the following (DRAFT)
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Can you help? We ask that YOU consider

doing any or all of the following (DRAFT)

Grab and use our ‘Call to Action’ slide deck and pdf file (will
contain all the images shown here, and more)...

Share this information with your colleagues
Share this information with your audiences (parents!)

Share this information with your MLA — then make the ask
of government, ask him/her to contact the Education
Minister

Share this information with your local school trustee (school
board/superintendent/principal) — then make the ask of your
local school board




Thanks!

To you for attending — and for considering
action!
To our funders
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